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1 May It $8 

OtMftl E. £. Partridge/ SJSAT 

C«n»iB4«r-l»>CkM 

H«rtk AmrkM Air Mnw Ceasmeed 

Bat Air Fore* Iim 

Colorado Spring*, Col o ra do 

Boar G*a*ral Partridgo, 


Toor Utter of 81 April la vary eacoer aging to tar *if*rt* to 
otoalo critical lotolllgooco Uf arm otto*. Wo aro corteteiy datormieed to 
avoid* if at all possible. being eamght by soaao “tocbneUgieal ear prise*'. 


PoaaUdlitiaa for tec h nologi c al improvement of too sir-broetbiag 
vehicle and it* poitiUi mao* to «Uck yam altmd* aro provocattv*. Wo 
kaw Woo of lot* giviag toco* matter* closo toady cod will centlae* to 


Ac yoa point oat. oar ever -all dofoao* poster* la too foe* of gap* 
l* latelUgoac* poaos for aattooal aatoorlttoa a vary dttftcatt geoettem. 
Mater ally, wo la latelUgoac* or* oagor to do all toat wo caa to idootify 
to* roal tor* at* oo toat aatioaal dofoato oxpeaditeroe aoad met to appltod 
to preparation* agoteto all possible throat*. 


Wo wor* oaly tea glad to provide too brief lag am f April* aod wo 
wiU want to briag yam ap-te-4at * wtoo aad if wo too o dditiooal material 
toot worraat* yowr at teat l oa* I appreciate year latter aad year offer of 
aooltoaaeo for which I w o ol* aot tooitat* ta ask otoaSd aaaaatoa war root. 
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NORTH AMERICAN AIR DEFENSE COMMAND 

ENT AIR FORCE BASE 
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO \ . 


OFFICE OF YhE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 

ii - . • .Ti V 

Mr. AJlttW. MU* 
Mtreewr • 


22 April 1858 


34*0 E Street. N. W. 

Washington* D. C. 

Gear Mr. Dull**: '5'V 

You wilt jreoail the briefing I received on 9 April on yoar very 


The briefing «u a reel education for me end clone receiving 
it 1 have realised more and more die Importance d efeat I saw and 
heard and tit* actual and potential impact of this project m my m 
command reeponaibUittea. Xf one were to catalog** the information 
made avaUahle as a resuH of this project, against the information 
one weald have had without it, the extreme importance of this work 
would ho more felly realised, the information predated ie etrategie 
warning ef the htgheat order insofar as the misete Of IhU command 
is eoecerned. 

There are ohvioei dangers in connection with mis work which, 
estsnd Hop beyond ita operational aspects and which meet be weighed 
against other factors. ~ I should like to suggest however that the danger 
of being caught by complete technological Surprise ie ale© real and 
might well in the long run he the greater danger. The recently 
published ftSG document ftWI/ l states that it is imperative teat we 
d» not suffer "teehaologieal sorprlae. M buy opinion, it ie impossible 
to prevent this with say of the other collection system* now available 
tone. ;\y >:■ ; :'b; ' y-\ ■ -j.-j' 

The portion of the project which has to do with processing and 
aaaiyafng the material received is obviously receiving the highest 
prhmilr hy most competent hands. The part of the ptojeot concerned 
with collection concern* me bocauee of restriotions which appear to 
be threatening the project, and because of the feeling expressed to mo 
by a member of your organieatioa that technologically era have reached 
a limit of Improvement Insofar as the air-breathing vehicle is concern- 
ed- I do not necessarily agree with this feeling for me blowing 
reasons: ^ ^ 




V Approved For Release20Yfi®)/ 




• ‘-V-’ 




^ 44 Oftf- jg j 


Approved For Relea 





6CIA-RDP80B01 676R001 200040002-5 


Pers Ltr to Mr. AUen W. Duties, 22 April 1958 - Continued 


la first place, we are a long way from exhausting the exploita- 
tion of the earth's air envelope. We are learning more shoot air- 
breathing operations every day and a great deal of knowledge exists 
within our industry which. If applied for a specific purpose, could pro- 
duce a better vehicle. Next, the fear of surface-to-air missile 
development can be met for some time to come by staying away from 
areas in which these missiles ndgti be deployed, ha addition, we know 
from Our own experience that it in extremely di f fic u l t to acquire, track, 
and destroy an elusive target with these grouad-to-aiT systems . And 
lastly, again as expressed by the National Security Council in NSC 
5802/1, this information must be collected even though grave risks 
might be involved. 


Tea are more aware than 1 of the impact of gaps in our informa- 
tion on foe development of our overall defense posture. Lacking firm 
data we may well be epeading billions of dollars for the development 
of the wrong system or for the development of a military posture which 
will be inadequate at the time when it will be most needed. From this 
it follows font it would be far better to spend a portion of our national 
wealth in getting the necessary correct answers foam in applying a great 
daal of our national wealfo in trying to react to all pomtihle threats. 

The same reasoning would follow when considering foe allocation of our 
political and psychological resources. It would be for better in my 
opinion to take a temporary political or psychological set-back now if 
this would pit us in a siren ger national position in foe future. These 
are, of course, ideas which must be carefully considered at fo43ftghe#t 
national level and are offered to you as of possible a s si st a nc e i%four 
dealings at that level. 


>1 


May X express my thanks sad appreciation for having had fctis 
interesting and valuable information made available to me, PlqnP* be 
assured foot X eland ready to assist you on this project in any wjj* that 
I can. £ 


Sincerely yours. 


E. E. PARTRIDGE 
General, USAF 
Commander-In-Chief 
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Jim: The Director has asked that a brief reply 
to the attached letter from General 
Partridge be prepared for his signature -- 
to include an expression of our appreciation 
for his letter and the points he raises are 
being studied. 
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